
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Who are we and why are we here?  

 

www.michiganDARPA.org 

The Michigan Strategic Fund (MSF) via the 

Michigan Economic Development Corporation 

(MEDC) selected the Macomb-Oakland 

University Incubator (Mac-OU INC) to administer 

the Defense Advanced Research Projects 

Agency (DARPA) Federal Matching Program for 

the entire State of Michigan. 

DARPA is appropriated upwards of $2.8 billion 

each year to support research and development 

(R & D) projects. Academic institutions, large 

corporations and small businesses across the 

country are awarded portions of these funds. 

 

What are we doing? 

Macomb-Oakland University Incubator 
6633 Eighteen Mile Road 

Sterling Heights, MI 48314 
1 (586) 884-9320 

 

Why are we doing this? 

md.education and training 
 

Specific programming is being identified and evaluated for future 
relevant DARPA education and training offerings. At the current 
time, it is intended that these offerings will be free to Michigan-
based higher-education faculty/students, small businesses, 
corporations or out-of-state corporations with Michigan satellites 
via a physical presence. We expect to offer two (2) training 
events per year at various locations across Michigan for a total 
of four (4) offerings. 

 
 

md.challenge funding support 
 

It is the intent of this program to assist Michigan academic 
institutions partnering with business to compete in DARPA 
Challenges. Frequently, DARPA holds “challenges” for 
researchers to compete for cash prizes. The goals of these 
DARPA programs are to encourage researchers to advance 
technologies and bridge the gap between fundamental 
discoveries and military use. We would like to encourage and 
assist with the cost of Michigan public universities participating 
in these events. The goal is to enhance and help further develop 
technologies in Michigan which we believe, in turn, will lead to 
an increase in technology transfer/commercialization in our 
state. 

 
 

md.matching funds program 
 

The Michigan DARPA Match Fund Program (MD.MFP) is 
expecting to match DARPA funded Michigan proposals up to 
25% of the awarded federal amount, or $50,000, whichever is 
less. Currently, the program is forecasting funding two/three 
companies/researchers in the first year, and four/five 
companies/researchers in the second year. To apply, please 
utilize the application form located on the website.  This 
application is your opportunity to “make-a-case” for requesting 
matching funds. It will be reviewed by a committee for relevance 
and economic impact for the State of Michigan. 

 

Our state possesses the talent and capacity to 

pursue these opportunities and Michigan can 

position itself in a manner by which it can be a 

recipient of more of this funding.  However, 

applicants do not always have access to training 

programs, ample financial support to compete in 

DARPA competitions or matching funds to help 

be more competitive. 

 

 
There are three support initiatives that make 

up this program (listed on the right).  This set 

of Michigan-based initiatives will: 

1.)  assist academia/businesses through 

specialized training regarding how to write 

competitive proposals and assist with 

navigating the DARPA application processes 

2.)  support academia/businesses with 

engaging in DARPA-created competitions  

3.)  allow academia/businesses to acquire 

additional support funds that match a 

percentage of the federal DARPA awards 

 

How will this help? 

 

What is the opportunity?  

We are creating and operating a new program 

that encourages innovative defense-related 

activities.  The primary objective is to assist 

early-stage technologies along a path of 

commercialization while increasing the amount 

of federally sponsored (DARPA) research and 

development funding that comes to Michigan. 

http://maps.google.com/maps?z=16&q=6633+eighteen+mile+road+sterling+heights,+mi+48314
http://maps.google.com/maps?z=16&q=6633+eighteen+mile+road+sterling+heights,+mi+48314

